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armed power in Pakistan itself, that is of far greater 
moment than the so-called demilitarization of Kashmir 
State. In fact, it becomes rather absurd to talk of 
demilitarization if Pakistan proceeds in the reverse 


direction with the help of the United States.” 


ーー From letter dated December 9。 
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ignore everything that has happened in these nine years. 
We must take them into consideration, the constitutional 
and the practical developments ०0 


ーー At a Press Conference on April 2, 
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The question could not hang on for an indefinite noriode 
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last four years and ultimately the Constituent Assembly 
passed it. Nobody could stop th 
the Constitution." 
=. een public meeting in Ailsnebad 


.On..February.6, 1957.7 
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"We waited for many years in Jammu & Kashmir for 
soms settlement, so that major projects could be started 
heres After all how long can anybody wait? At last we 
and your leaders decided to have a Constituent Assembly 
there, which would consist of your own elected men, They 
formulated a Gems si titi On for Kashmir which was followed 
by legislation - land laws and SO many others. Could we 
sit idle waiting for the agreement of Pakistan authorities? 
What they had to do, that is, the withürawal' of their 


forces, they never did. Therefore, when any outsider or 


anybody goes on repeating the slogan of !Plebiscite! it 


ae 


Seems 5o ne a joke or a sort of mockery." 


~~ At a publie meeting in Srinagar 
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m MAHADEEP SINGH JAMWAL 
N 0 words are enough to condemn the 
ghastly incident of Pulwama, first of 
its nature in loss of 44 soldiers of 
CRPF and injuring a dozens, since the onset 
of terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir. But 
politicians waste no time and forth with 
comes out with their cyclostyled statements 
reserved in their pockets for such occasions 
and likewise PM reacted with his all-time 
words that awano ki shahadat Vyarth nahi 
jayegi' and likewise J&K State BJP president 
appearing on media for useless blaring. We 
have every right to condemn such statements 


keeping in mind the previous vociferous ver- - 


bosity of words spoken on earlier similar inci- 
dents. The Uri attack that killed 19 Indian 
soldiers on 18 September 2016 was the dead- 
liest attack on security forees in Kashmir in 
two decades. This followed surgical strikes 
after ten days of Uri attack. The strike 
became the topie of Modi's daring deed on 
print and electronic media as an exhibition of 
his "ehhappan inch ki ehhati" by his stooges 
and BJP's spokes-persons and ultimately Lt 
Gen (retired) DS Hooda, who was the chief of 
the Northern Command of the Army in 
September 2016, during the surgical strike, 
has to speak that the strikes have been politi- 
eized and overhyped. At the same time, we 
also find that the nuniber of security person- 
nel killed in terrorist attacks has mereased 72 
per cent from 111 in the last three years of 
UBA-T to 191 in the BJP's first three years, 
according to data compiled by the South Asia 
Terrorism Portal (SATP), although recen 
counter-insurgeney operations:in Kashmir 
have experienced considerable success in elim- 
inating both the Pakistan-based terrorists 
and the local terrorists. Many encounters 
have also led to the death of non-combatant 
civilians who got trapped in the crossfire. And 
each civilian death leads to further violent 
protests and at times a vicious cycle in which 
every death leads to more deaths. Each 
encounter in the valley triggers a surge in ter- 
ronst recruitment which far exceeds terrorists 
killed in counter-insurgency operations. 
However but that are not the whole part of 
the story as despite successful operations, mil- 
itaney has not taken a back seat. We come 
across the revelations from time-to-time 
through media by army commanders as well 
as police authorities and other concerned 
agencies about left-over number of terrorists 
Operating in valley and number of terrorists 
killed. It is a deception that we measure suc- 
cess in Kashmir by the number of terrorists, 
local over- ground workers and sleeper cells 
killed but it has all the times proved to be 
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falschood in nature and we conclude with over 
simplification of Kashmir's extremely eompli- 
cated reality. I like to quote here the lines of 
"David Kileullen' who is one of the world's 
most influential experts on counter-insur- 
gency and modern warfare, about the left- 
over number of terrorists. "It is always diffi- 
cult to assess the strength of an ongoing 
insurgency since due to its sheer nature fight- 
ing insurgency is altogether different from 
fighting a conventional battle. Thus, the num- 
ber of terrorists killed during an insurgency 
can't be the true barometer of the Success 
quotient of a counter-insurgency campaign, 
as the centre of gravity is in the minds of the 
people. At the start of a conventional engage- 
ment, if we are facing one hundred of the 
enemy, and we kill 20, we can assume that 80 
are left. In counter-insurgency, this logic does 
not hold: the 20 killed may have 40 relatives 
who are now in a blood feud with and are obli- 
gated to take revenge on the security forces, 
who killed the 20,-so the new number of the 
enemy is not 80 but 120". Reportedly, David 
Kileullen's, vision of modern warfare influ- 
enced the United States' decision to rethink 
its military strategy in Iraq considered to be 
most successful. The Kashmir unrest has 
been viewed by various experts with different 
Specks: some ternis it as political problem, 
others terming it as conflict state, and recent- 
ly by some state politicians (Haseeb Drabu) 
as a society with social issues. The Kashmir is 
no dispute for some politicians and for them, 


der terrorism, proxy warfare, insurgency, 
local phobia, regional sympathies and persist- 
ent civil unrest has converted the Kashmir 
Valley into an amalgamated combat zone, 
Unfortunately denial about something which 
isa stark reality does not make it go away. On 
the ground itself, why is Kashmir known all 
over the world as the most militarized place on 
Earth? And finding place in Guinness book of 
world records in respect of military deploy- 
ment. The number of books, articles and var- 
ious documents written and published about 
the political problem of Kashmir are enough 
for an entire library. 

The continuous flow of commentaries about 
X-Ray of the incident by various spokes per- 
sons of the political parties, defense experts 
and mostly that of anchors conducting 
debates on TV channels are loading their 
muzzles towards violation of the standard 
operating procedures, about failure of intelli- 
gence agencies, and serious breach o£ securi- 
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rules the love of power, the world " 
EE Gandhi 


RPF convoy 
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ty, but none said even a single word about fail- 
ure of Modi's poliey towards Kashmir, who in 
practical has no policy at all. Late Prime 
Minister Vajpayee always propagated 
‘Jamhooriyat, Insaniyat and Kashmiriyat' 
and PM Modi pushing "muscular policy" in 
Kashmir and both has failed at the root level. 
The fidayeen attacks by local involvement is 
new dawn in Kashmir history of terrorism 
and it is going to prove most dangerous, if not 
plugged and curtailed with iron hands. 

The Pakistan sponsored attacks by Jaish-e- 
Mohammad (JeM) on CRPF convoy claiming 
44 soldiers have ever made everyone to ery in 
pain all over the country and earlier one Uri 
attack, Pathankot air base and many more. 
None would have ever thought that founder of 
Jaish-e-Mohammad, Maulana Masood Azhar, 
carried during late Va jpayee's tenure in a spe- 
cial plane from Kot Bhalwal Jail Jammu to 
Afghanistan to be set free in exchange of pas- 
sengers of high-jacked Indian Airlines Flight 
IC 814, will bleed the country to such an 
extent. The pains of thé survivors of the fam- 
ilies killed in these attacks although leave rip- 
ples in every human heart but. the pain of the 
families can only be felt in real by their fami- 
ly members. 

` Many voices rose for direct action i.e. war 
only solution but we must realize that war 
sometimes is a necessary evil. But no matter 
how necessary, it is always evil, never a good. 
In the present era the conventional wars are 
pushed to the corner and some other meas- 


ures such as surgical operations, gorilla war ` 
fare tactics and covert actions are more useful © 


than the direct war. Pakistan knows well that 
violence can only be concealed by lie and lie 
can only be maintained by violence. The coun- 


try has set its eyes on the "Cabinet Committee - 


on Security meeting’ but we should not expect 
much outcome except like that of previous 
ones as to warn Pakistan for patronizing mil- 
itancy, asking Pakistan to ban militant organ- 
izations, providing proof of Pakistan's involve- 
ment in such attacks and an appeal to 
International community to declare Pakistan 
a "Terrorist State and on home ground doing 
nothing to look for a viable solution of the 
Kashmir problem. Here it is necessary to pen 
down that these politicians have always been 
dividing the country men for their vote bank 
but surely no issue unites us more than our 
appreciation for our uniform personnel who 
are bringing aid to devastated countries, 
defending us against terrorism, and fighting 
to make a healthy and peaceful country and 
sacrificing their lives for us. It is time to show 
our solidarity towards the cause of the 
country, shedding onr political differences. 
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“People often say that motivation doesn't last. Well, neither does 
—Lig Ziglar 


bathing -- that's why we recommend it daily." 
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What is the unadulterated truth about Kashmir post-independence? 


m M.M.KHAJOORIA 

t is said the perception 

can change history. Of 

course, History can cer- 
tainly not be changed but 
can and is open to distortion 
and perversion through perception manage- 
ment. We have seen this happening in our 
own life time. Today Muslims of Kashmir as 
a class are trolled and damned as terrorists, 
stone palters and worst kind of communal- 
ists unwelcome as tenants, neighbors, 
tradesmen and even in institution of higher 
learning. Numerous cases of assault upon 
them in public for the mere sin of being 
Kashmiri Muslims have been reported. After 
Advisories from the Ministry of Home 
affairs failed to have any effect, the Prime 
Minister had to intervene and publically 
issue a stern warning to those spreading 
hate against Kashmiis and subjeet them to 
unmerited violenee. The tragedy is that the 
vicious campaign is not confined to goons 
who indulge in abuses and violence. The 
atmosphere is also vitiated by some 
Ministers, MPs and MLAs who talk of 
Muslim Mukat Bharat, Ghar Wapsi and 
insult and demean even historical monu- 
ments as if these carry a religious tag. What 
‘is the truth about Kashmir? 


Kashmir proved an epitome of communal 


amity and religious harmony at a time when 
the entire Indian sub-continent was going 
through the worst kind of communal frenzy 
and rives of blood were flowing across the 
length" and breadth of the sub-continent 
People of Kashmir stood solidly by their 
faith im Rishiyat-a version of Islam that 
incorporated its true spirit , values of 
humanism, defended théir composite eul- 
ture and inclusive traditions as propounded 
by Sheikh- ul- Islam Baba Noor Din Wali 
of Chrar-1-Shreif whom Hindus named 
Nund Reshi and Lal Ded affectingly called 
by Muslims as Lel Arifa. They fought 
against the Pak army-led ‘Jihad’ tribal 
brutes shouting slogan "Sher-e-Kashmir Ka 
Kaya Irshad --, Hindu, Muslim Sikh 
Itehad.". Maqbool Sherwani and Master 
Abdul Aziz were martyred while many 

` workers of the National conference suffered 

` torture and humiliation at the hands of 
intruders. 

Muslims of Kashmir had rejected the per- 
nicious two-nation Theory of Jinnah and 
east their lot with Nehru, Moulana Azad and 
Khan Abdu Guffar Khan leading the Indian 


National Congress long before the demand . 


_ for creation of Pakistan received serious con- 
sideration. When on.a visit to Kashmir, 
Jinah tried to use his influence in favour of 

; the communal and pro-Pak. Muslim 


S 
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Conference led by Mir Waiz Mohd Yusuf. 
Sheikh Mohd Abdullah publically showed 
him the door. A humiliated Quid-i-Azim left 
Kashmir fretting and fuming vowing 
vengeance. Thus accession to setular, demo- 
cratic India was thus the natural choice 
when the time of reckoning arrived. Sheikh 
Abdullah fully backed Maharajah Hari 
Singhs' decision to accede to India, In fact, 
the seale on the issue of sending Indian 
troops to Kashmir was tilted in favour of the 
historical decision to do so by its forceful 
advocacy by the Sheikh. 

If Sheikh Abdullah was instrumental in 
securing the accession of Jammu and 
Kashmir to India, Bakshi Ghula Mohd con- 
solidated the union in his ten year tenure of 
peace and prosperity. He crafted a powerful 
and influential middle class through his pro- 
people economic policy and promotion of 
education by making it free right up to post- 
graduate standard. The upper and lower 
middle classes prospered in trade and com- 
merce. Their children became doctors and 
Engineers just for asking or even without 
asking. Many bright youngsters were picked 
up by him at random when he smelled merit 
and deputed for higher. education, which 
incidentally was financed by the state gov- 
ernment. Corruption in the field of higher 
education was un heard of. Those benefit- 
ting from benevolent and people friendly 
policies swore by their India nationality. 
Pakistan was a dirty word. He was succeed 
by G. M Sadiq, a left leaning politician of 
deep and abiding political conviction who 
believed in healthy and democratic system 
and functioning institutions. He viewed the 
constitutional. Administrative and political 
issues from rational and national standpoint 
and refused to be hampered by petty local 
prejudices and fear of criticism. He made 
history by pushing through the state legis- 
latures "The Constitution of Jammu & 
Kashmir (Sixth Amendment) Act 1965 " 
changing both the nomenclature and mode 
of appointment of the Head of the state from 
an elected Sadar-!-Riyasat to Governor 
nominated by the President of India. The 
Prime minister became the chief minister, 
Jurisdiction of the Central Election 
Commission, CAG and the Supreme Court 
were extended to the State. The first batch 
of direct recruits to All India Services was 
allotted to J&K in 1962: Number of laws 
passed by the parliament concerning welfare 
of the people were extended. The jurisdic- 
tions of the Supreme Court of India and 
CAG were also extended to Jammu & 
Kashmir Thus were discarded symbols 
that were isolationist in nature. These meas- 
ure empowered the people of the state to 
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hold the rulers aeeountable for good gover- 
nanee, free and fair eleetions, proper utiliza- 
tion of publie funds through audit by the 
best professional constitutional national 
authority and opened up the doors of the 
Supreme temple of justice, the wateh dog of 
peoples rights under the Constitution. It 
provided access to justice through resort to 
writ Petitions and avenues of appeal to those 
aggrieved by judgments passed by the J&K 
High court.There was no erosion of autono- 
my as alleged. The right of the J&K legisla- 
tures to approve or disapprove extension of 
Acts of Parliament uncovered by the sub- 
jects under its jurisdiction by the 
Instrument of accession. People of the State 
welcomed these revolutionary measures. 
This is the unadulterated truth about 


Kashmir. The history of Independent India: 


and its integral part Jammu and Kashmir 
does not begin from December 1989. It is a 
sin to disregard the services of stalwarts 
who staked their every thing to make J&K 
constitutionally and effectively an integral 
part of India. Those who swear by complete 
integration of J&K with India but blindly 
put their thumb print on the political instru- 
ment of surrender in the name of Agenda of 
Alliance should turn their attention to the 
contribution of GM Sadiq in this regard. 

We must ponder how come the people who 
fought for making Kashmir a part of India 
in 1947 fell victim to machinations of 
Pakistan which they had roundly rejected? 
Who permitted the Salfi- Ahil-i-Hadees-ISI 


combine backed by the terrorist gun to com: `: 


pell the overwhelming majority of ."Etqadi". 
Kashmiri Muslims to submit into silence ang 
in many cases surrender? How much is the 
national leadership and political class to 
blame for this tragedy? Always remember 
that terrorism is a minority phenomenon 
that aims to bend the will of the majority 
through use of terror so as to achieve their 
political objective. It becomes more lethal 
when driven by religious fanaticism and 
Jihadi. The tragedy is confounded by a self 
proclaimed muscular but clueless govern- 
ments. Who facilitated the conversion of 
People from die-hard nationalists for thirty 
years after independence to be tagged as 
anti-nationals for last about twenty eight 
years.? 

It is in the above context that the politi- 
cal class. men in power, in opposition the 
Media especially the electronic media, and 
intellectuals need to revisit their attitude 
towards challenges in that troubled area , 
their past and present leadership and come 
up with a realistic, holistic, comprehensive 
political and governance response at the 
state and central levels 
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n a decision of far reaching conse- 

quences „Pakistan Supreme Court 

has, onl7th January , ordered 
Pakistan Government to promulgate a 
new law within a fortnight to grant 
fundamental and other rights to the 
people of Gilgit - Baltistan (GB). The 
order came in response to several peti- 
tions filed against constitutional issues 
and reforms made in the region . 

These petitions originated from an 
order passed by GB Supreme Appellate 
Court , whereby it had quashed Pak 
Government's GB Order 2018. While 
quashing the order the GB Court had 
restored GB Empowerment and Self 
Governance Order 2009. On appeal 
filed by the Pak Government and oth- 
ers, the Pak SC set aside the GB Court 
order and made observations as indi- 
cated . 

The Supreme Court extended its ju- 
risdiction to GB. Commenting upon 
the powers of region's courts it ob- 
serverd that they didn't have a constitu- 
tional power to deal with issues within 
Pakistan but the people from the region 
will be able to challenge their top 
court's decisions in the SC of Pakistan 
- It also ordered that people of the re- 
gion should be given fundamental hu- 
man rights as provided by the pro- 
posed Constitutional order . 


Pakistan Government made GB 
Council order 2018 , on 21st May 
2018 which replaced the GB 


Empowerment and Self Governance 
Order 2009 . It may be said here that 


GB was ceded to Pakistan in 1948 by 
the ruling Muslim Conference. 
Pakistan bifurcated POK into adminis- 
trative parts -GB and POK. GB was 
treated as separate , geographical enti- 
ty. India had objected then to this bi- 
furcation which amounted to treating 
GB as a separate Province. A legisla- 
tive Assembly was provided for G B 
armed with the same powers which 
other four provincial assemblies had. 

Noting that the international status 
of Kashmir of which GB is a part , the 
order said " as and when the promised 
plebiscite is organized by the parties to 
the dispute it will be up to the people of 
all Jammu and Kashmir to make a 
choice ." The court also said " it is sure- 
ly incumbent upon both India and 
Pakistan to ensure that the people of 
the region enjoy maximum rights for 
the areas within each country's con- 
trol." It said that till plebiscite is held 
à proper arrangement must be provided 
by Pakistan for the people of G B for 
purpose of governance within a frame 
work of a constitutional nature. 

The Supreme Court accorded ap- 
provaltoa proposed Presidential order 
ensuring a frame work for governance 
of G B, directing immediate promulga- 
tion the order. It appears to be work in 
progress to satisfy Pakistan's inten- 
tion to incorporate GB with the main- 
land . The federal Government will 
constitute a committee headed by the 
Attorney General to review the entire 
matter and pjace the draft before it 
for fresh orer for the governance of 
GB. But /what Barrister Ahtizaaz 


Ahsan, Amicus -Curiae has said on 
the issue may interest us. He said 
"Government has expressed intention 
to first declare GB a provisional 
province and latter make it a perma- 
nent Province . Parliament may pass 
any amendment regarding GB, 
Pakistan's stance on Kashmir would be 
weakened by making GB a full 
Province." 

In effect the GB Order 2018 is an 
attempt to incorporate the disputed re- 
gion as 5th Province of Pakistan. It is 
indicative of the fact that Pakistan is 
reconciled to the status -quo with re- 
spect to the whole J&K. So, a camou- 
flaging business is on to justify 
Pakistan's action. Never mind the rit- 
ualistic reference to the 'dispute'. 

The hurry in integrating GB with 
Pakistan is explained on a strange 
reasoning. The necessity of the draft 
has been explained as " doing more 
would require an amendment to the 
constitution, which need 2/3rd majori- 
ty. It would take time. Therefore as an 
interim measure the Government’ in- 
tends to give GB people fundamental 
human rights as enjoyed by 
Pakistanis." The attempt not only 
throws local constitutional scheme 
to the winds but also has an inbuilt 
disregard for the  politico/ legal char- 
acter of whole J & K State which has 
legally acceded to India, in 1947. 

India has protested the Pak SC or- 
der on the ground that it amounts to in- 
terference in the internal matters of the 
India. The External A ffaifs Ministry re- 
iterated that " entire slate of Jammu 
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and Kashmir has been ,is and shall re- 
main an integral part of India." India 
rejected Pakistan attempts to bring ma- 
terial changes in these occupied territo- 
ries i 

Notwithstanding the pious decla- 
rations |made about human rights of 
People living across LOC and calling 
upon bath the countries to uphold 
them , a contradiction in the Order is 
writ large. Pak SC in its order has 
said that the constitutional status of GB 
would bd determined through a refer- 
endum which shall be held within 14 
days . Till then GB people will have 
fundamental rights. At the same time 
court made a reference to, the 
plebiscite | to be held under the UN 
Charter to| decide the fate of whole J 
&K. | 

Could we have a ‘minor referen- 
dum 'asa prelude to the 'major ' one 
? This is just a lip service to the cause 
of unsettled GB and a de facto en- 
dorsement of Pakistan's claim on the 
region. Nojwonder there is a jubila- 
tion in the separatists' camp in 
Kashmir. Ali Shah Geelani , Mirwaiz 
Umar Faroog and Yasin Malik have 
welcomed Pik SC's verdict in which 
it extended its jurisdiction to the dis- 
puted territory of GB and ordered 
changes to the constitutional status of 
the region after " a referendum is held 
within 14 day." Double speak is ev- 
ident. They lose no opportunity to cas- 
tigate India when a small welfare 
measure X is|brought for the State. 
Separatists vlant to oust Indian 
Supreme Cours jurisdiction-no matter 
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Constitutional Status of Gilgit-Baltistan 


A 
how benign it has proved to the | P 
people in J &K . For them even df 
nor event of referendum meant ju 
devise a constitutional set up for, 
so as to become fifth provincë 
Pakistan , becomes synonymous 
the plebiscite to " determine the $ 
of whole Jammu and Kashmir ." 
Since China has assumed dont 
nant role in Pakistanis' politics MA 
conomics , with commissioning. 0 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor | 


run. As CPEC passes through this re- | 
gion it has become strategically „i 
portant for the country. Bowing 
the Chinese pressure PM Shahid 
Khaqan Abassi passed the GB Ofder 
2018 which granted permanenceto | 
the GB's Political status. This order, 
was challenged by a local MLA inthe» | 
GB Supreme Appellate Court which 


first stayed the order and then quashed | 


it. As the order was made duringyits,,; 
stay contempt proceedings were ipit: c 
ated against the Ex, PM who hap- 
pened to be the Chairman of ,GBj; 
Council and the Minister in charge; 
Kashmir Affairs. Pak SC, as noted, 
above, set aside the order . ‘oom 
Despite the right noises made qyr 
India may not feel too uncomfortgb]g^) 
on this development. Who knows thog:)) 
merging situation may help "resalye ,,| 
the dispute " which otherwise seems tg). 
be intractable ? pain | 
(The author is former Principal | 
District & Sessions Judge) , Aond 
Seedbackexcelsior@gmail.co, 
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J “Happiness is the only thing that multiplies wh 


en you share it.” 
—Albert Schweitzer © 


Tourism potential of Dudu Basantgarh 


W SUBASH BRAHAMANU 


T ourism is an important sector con- 

tributing significantly to the econo- 
my of Jammu and Kasmir. Apart 
from its capacity to create jobs, reduce 
poverty, and foster human development 
and environmental sustainability, tourism 
is benefiting State of Jammu and 
Kashmir in a more number of ways and 
bringing immense opportunities for an all- 
inclusive growth. But it is need of the hour 
that apart from Existing Tourist destina- 
tions Government must also explore and 
develop new tourist destinations which are 
adequately available particularly in 
Jammu province & erstwhile Dudu 
Basantgarh Block of District Udhampur is 
one amongst these. 

The entire arca of Dudu Basantgarh is 
hilly and land-loeked situated at an average 
altitude of about 5500 ft. having thick cover 
of lush green forest and beautiful valleys sur- 
rounding the twin tehsils Basantgarh and 
Latti Marothi in District Udhampur. 

Although every place of Dudu and 
Basantgarh is unique for its natural 
endowment and tourism potential let us 
have a brief analysis of some places of 
Dudu Basantgarh having the potential to 
be developed as tourist destinations. 

Dudu i 

Dudu locally known as Parla Dudu is situ- 
ated at a distanee of around 105 km via 
Chenani and 104 km via Ramnagar from 
District Headquarter Udhampur Dudu is a 
beautiful plaee situated almost 500 meter 
upwards from River Tawi falls with in juris- 
diction of Tehsil Latti Marothi and Assembly 
constituency Chenani Ghordi. Along with 
amazing scenic beauty Dudu is also a point 
of attraction for devotees of Vasuki Naag. 
There is an ancient Temple of Vasuki Naag 
looked after by a management commitee of 
local people of Dudu. Dudu is base camp of 
Baskund Yatra from where officialy annual 
Baskund Yatra commence every year in 
August-September in which thousands of 
devotees participate from different parts of 
District Udhampur. Moreover there is also 
an amazing waterfall on the bank of river 
Tawi at distance of almost four hundred 
meters from Vasuki Naag's Temple. 

Kirchi 

Surrounded by mountains from three 
sides Kirehi is a small but very beautiful 
Valley situated at a distance of almost 102 
km via Chenani and 101km via Ramnagar 
from District Headquarter Udhampur. 
Kirchi also falls in the jurisdiction of Tehsil 
Latti Marothi but Assembly Constituency 
Ramnagar. Having River Tawi on its one 


side and a stream of fresh flowing water on ` 


veer? makes Kirchi extra beautiful & 
attractive. Any individual who will ‘visit 
Kirchi once ean never forget it due to its 
awsom natural beauty coupled with very 
kind hearted and sociable people. In the 
Heart of Kirehi a small amusement park 
with some playing equipments for kids is 
another point of attraction for visitors. 
Shivgali 


Dividing point between Tehsil wi. ची ii 


Marothi and Tehsil Basantgarh at a dis- 


tance of nearly 112 km via Chenani 
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km via  Ramnagar from District 
Headquarter Udhampur Shivgali is an 
other fascinating and divine place to watch 
& visit. Alluring meadows supported by 
Himalayan Cedar (Deodar) Forest at 
Shivgali are point of attraction for sightsee- 
ing tourists same time both Temples of Lord 
Shiva and Chandi Mata at Tope Shivgali are 
famous for Religious beliefs and practices 
amongst Hindus. Every year in the month 
of June thousands of devotees from differ- 
ent parts of Jammu province participate in 
annual mela of Chandi Mata at Shivgali 
Tope which is being organised by a local 
conunittee. Alongside the Religious beliefs 
this Mela is also famous for Dogri and 
Bhaderwahi cultural programme. 

Gandh Top 

Situated -almost at a distance of 80 km 
from District Headquarter Udhampur via 
Ramnagar Gandh Top is not only a beautiful 
Place but also a historical one from religious 
point of view. Ancient temples of Vasuki 
Naag and Sachaai Naag of Gandh Top are 
considered as very divine and miraculous by 
the Devotees. It is believed that Vasuki Naag 
and Sachaai save publie from natural 
calamities and crises and also fullfil the aspi- 
rations of their Devotees. Every year after 
completion of Kharif crop season in the 
month of November thousands of people 
participate in annual mela of Vasuki Naag 
at Gandh Top .The natural beauty of Gandh 
Top coupled with its divine relevance is an 
excellent combination for touris attraction. 

Behana Chaoun & Dhamdiali 

Situated atop village Pachound divine and 
elegant places Behana Chaoun & Dhamdiah 
are yet to be connected by road but one can 
reach by vehicle upto Gulli Gala situated 
almost at a distance of 80km from District 
Headquarter Udhampur via Ramnagar 
from where both the places Behana Chaoun 
and Dhamdiali ean be reached by foot cov- 
ering of 3km and 4km respectively. 

Behana Chaoun is very famous: because of 
eenturies old Temple of Chandi Mata popu- 
larly know as "Behana Chaoun Wali Mata". 
A beautiful newly constructed Temple of 
Chandi Mata on the Peak of Behana 
Chaoun makes an everlasting impact on the 
minds of visitors due to Divine power of 
Chandi Mata and beautiful natural 
Surrounding. Although Lakhs of devotees 
visited Behana Chaoun in every calendar 
year but particularly more than 20,000 
devotees visited Behana Chaoun every year 
on the eve of Dushera and seek blessings of 
Chandi Mata Behana Chaoun Wali. 

Dhamdiali is an adorable small valley with 
a very touching natural endowment. Since 
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Situated atop village Chhatriari Kala Thill 
is also approachable from Gulli Gala almost 
ata walking distance of three kilometers. 
Just like Dhamdiali Kala Thill also has only 
sessional habitations but having favourable 
topography, Temperature and amazing 
natural beauty Kala Thill too have a large 
scale unexpolited potential of siteseeing 
tourism and winter sports. Apart from 
this Having Chhatriari as base camp Kala 
Thill can be used as Trekking Destination 
which involves almost ten kilometer on 
foot distance from Chhatriari Road. 

Basantgarh 

Tehsil Headquarter Basantgarh is situated 
at distance of around 101km via Ramnagar 
and 126km via Chenani is a beautiful hill 
station. There is vital scope of ádventure 
tourism, ecotourism & winter sports at 
Basantgarh and its surrounding locations 
including Punara, Khaned, Loudhra, , Rai 
Chak Kadwah, Berli, Lalaon and many 
other Beautiful but least developed sites. 

Latti Dhuna 

Situated at a distance of around 87km via 
Chenani and 122km via Ramnagar Latti 
Dhuna is yet an other bewitching location for 
tourist activities. Surrounded by thick forest 
cover and high altitude mountains Latti 
Dhuna can be developed as an independent 
tourist destination as there are many other 
unexpolited beautiful places in Latti Dhuna 
and its adjoining area. Other places having 
tourism Significance in adjoining area of 
Latti Dhuna are Jakhed, Kanda Top रट 
Top, Dehra Top Ram Rachna and many oth j 
ers. All these places are very beautiful ad / 


In short after having hawk な 
tourism potential of  erstwhil 
Basantgarh it can be concluded thy 

* ‘has blessed this area e utmost Jeauty and 
attraction but what is more reqyfed is infra- | 
structural development and facilities. For 
attracting tourists to any pce smooth road 
connectivity is very 098९ and essential | 
requirement but unfoftunately successive 
Governments had neglected erstwhile Dudu | 
Basantearh in this sphere. Road connectivi- } 
ty from Udhampur to Dudu Basantgarh 
either via Chenani or via Ramnagar is still 
not upto the mark. It is the need of hour that 
Government should improve the eondition of 
circular road of Dudu Basantgarh via 
Chenani and via Ramnagar from District 
Headquarter Udhampur and also extend 
road connectivity to the above mentioned var- 
ious places of Dudu Basantgarh so that more 
and more tourists plan to visit Dudu 
Basantgarh. Moreover an additional tourism 


there. Bre eni few egg a of de selopment autho i ority must. be established to 
Gali Tribalat rabie atinesphcre—matarethe-existing tourism potential and 


is very peaceful and mystical. In summer 
session lush green meadows make 
Dhamdiali as beautiful end 7 other picnics 
spot of Jammu and Kashmir-State. 


Dhamdiali is always first choice of Teachers ७ 


and Students of adjoining area for. their 


explore new possibilities of tourism develop- 
ment in Dudu Basantgarh. Once Government. 
do this there is no fact of denying that Dudu 
Basantgarh will become a Tourist Hub which 
m will open various new avenues of 
employment. In nutshell full utilisation of 


school excursion. Moreover in winter-sca yie eS ism potential of Dudu Basantgarh will 
there is very high scope of winter sports Bic — boost ‘and state economy on one hand 


ice skating and sledding at*ws 
amdiali and its surrounding area. Te 
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time ‘on the other hand it will also 
> the socio-cultural contacts and 
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に Parihar 


artyrdom of State BJP 
Secy. Anil Parihar and 
his brother at Tappal 


Gali Kishtwar reminds us that al- 
most one thousand years of 
salvery under the foreign in- 
vaders was frequently dotted 
with the saga of innumerable 
martyrdoms to keep the flame of 
nationalism civilizational values, 
burning in the heart of people. 
May they be great Sikh 
Gurus, their sons, Maharana 
Partap, Shivaji Maratha, Jansi 
Ki Rani, Bhagat Singh or mar- 
tyrs of erstwhile Doda district 
ete, All of them kept on remind- 
ing us that one day shackles of 
Mother India are sure to break. 
In Jammu and Kashmir 
when Pak based inhuman 
Jehadis cleared the valley of o- 
riginal inhabitants national 
forces (Kashmiri Pandits) and 
inhertors of old civilization, but 
failed to create liberated zone, 
they eyed erstwhile Doda 
District which include Kishtwar 
and Ramban districts from 
nineties . This mountainous dis- 
trict with ravines, dense forests, 


and natural caves was most suit-- 


ed for guerrilla war-fare, In the 
erstwhile Doda district, terrorists 
chose Kishtwar district this time 
because they knew people here 
are fiercely nationalist and if 
they are uprooted there will be 
no resistance at other places, 

On that fateful evening of 
Nov 1, these pro Pak inhuman 
terrorists jehadis killed BJP 
State Secy. and his brother Ajit 
Parihar in inhuman way by 
shooting them at point blank 
range at Tappal Gali Kishtwar 
when both were returning to 
their homes after closing their 
stationery shop. This was a 
‘| planned murder, executed by 
terrorists with the motive to re- 
view militancy in Kishtwar dis- 
trict after 20 years of normalcy 
. here . Earlier in nineties the pro 
Pak militants had massacred 


several innocent minority peo- 
ples in erstwhile Doda district 
by executing people at 
Barshallal ,Cheerji , Kulhnad 
and Hasti to create fear psy- 
chosis among nationalist forces 
and to effect their migration 
from here. Terrorists also exe- 
cuted selective political and reli- 
gious killing to create reign of 
terror in entire Chenab valley . 

Militants started their on- 
slaught with full force and bru- 
tality on 15th August 1992 
showing their inhuman brutality 
in Doda district by killing two 


innocent students who had gone 
to jungle to bring back their cat- 
tle. One of them being a student 
of 9th class. Their eyes were 
gouged out and their livers and 
hearts were taken out. These ter- 
rorists were highly motivated, 
trained and equipped with high- 
ly sophisticated and most mod- 
ern weapons. 

Militancy in Doda is, in fact, 
closely linked to the struggle for 
communal domination, unlike 
the Valley where there was an 
exodus of Kashmiri Pandits in 
the early stages of the unrest. So, 
unlike in the Valley where the 
militants’ fight is mainly against 
the security forces, in Doda, the 
insurgents are constantly sniping 
at the Hindu community in addi- 
tion to the security forces. 

Kishtwar has not gone up in 
communal flames this time-both 


Martyrdom in Kishtwar 


Hindus and Muslims in the town 
downed their shutters in protest 
against the killings on 
November 01 . But the tension is 
palpable. And mayhem is possi- 
bly a gunshot away, 

To rectify this situation and 
weld the common people into an 
invisible force and stop mass 
exodus during the nineties there 
came a young men, Anil 
Parihar, Satish Bhandari, 


Santosh Thakur, Rucher Kumar 
Koul, Swami Raj Katal and 
Parveen Gupta and many others 
on the scene. 


They enthused 


people to the extent that they felt 
convinced that with their s- 
words, kattas, desi guns, double, 
barrel guns etc enemies AK 47 
UMG's grenade launchers etc. 
can be defeated. To give militan- 
cy a beffetting reply Anil Parihar 
along with Ex -BJP State presi- 
dent Daya Krishan Kotwal 
Professor Chaman Lal Gupta 
and Santosh Thakur launched 
an agitation Doda Bachoo 
Campagin and raised demand 
for formation of Special opera- 
tion group (SOG ) and Village 
Defence Committee (VDC). As 
a result of which SOG and 
VDCs were formed in erstwhile 
district to combat militancy 
with iron hands .The migration 
which started from rural belts in 
Doda district was later stopped 
with the efforts of these leaders. 
Parihar created a dedicated 


force of young men, and for the 
first time militants were being 
resisted by ordinary people in 
every village, Mohallah moun- 
tain peaks and in ravines and 
caves. The example of un- 
matched valour was witnessed 
when parihar openly opposed 
anti social and anti national 
force for obstructing Machail 
Mata yatris and forceful closure 
of shops during agitation for 
Article 35 by majority commu- 
nity members . Parihar had re- 
ceived threatning after this 
move but police failed to take 
action . 

Seeing their plans failing, 
Anil Parihar became top person 
on the list of Pakistan and J&K 
militants. The intelligence, po- 
lice and administration failure is 
one of the main part which re- 
sulted in Parihar brothers killing 
. It is quite astonishing that de- 
spite security inputs about the p- 
resence of millitants in the area 
nothing was done to strengthen 
security of parihar. SOGs had 
been already disbanded by pre- 
vious coalition State 
Government which had helped 
in containing subversive activi- 
ties in the area , The dealy in in- 
stallation of CCTV on main 
chowks and non presence secu- 
rity check points at chowks re- 
sulted in Parihar killings as mil- 
itants got safe passage to exe- 
cute it which raise several ques- 
tion on over security scenario, 
Security cover of protected per- 
son of minority community had 
been reduced and despite matter 
taken up with higher up nothing 
tangible has been done on the 
ground . 

Many attempts were made to 
physically eliminate parihar but 


-all failed. Ultimately terrorists 


were successful on Ist November |. 


. 2018 when he along with his 


brother achieved martyrdom 
while returning from his shop . 
(The author is Freelance Journalist) 
. feedbackexcelsior@gmail.com 
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Icharge of Shakhaas, from 


| charity without any publicity. 
| Bhat Sahab and his team feed 
` about 150 families monthly 
; through Vivekananda Kendra 


J Makhan Lal Fotedar 
. Mohammad Sayeed, Shams-u- 


; luted with bomb blasts, slogans, roaring of guns and 
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Prem Nath Bhat- A Visionary 


cial work. His focus remains Hindutva. He is in- ed by Jamati Islami to deliver the lecture on the 
Breyikujan to teachings of Holy Quran. They are spell-bound, 
f Rainawari, for a long time. which leads to a lot of debates through newspapers. 
He has passion for Hindutva. He is helpful to Moreover being a competent lawyer, he gives legal 
Muslims as well. He is a philanthropist. He counsel without any party or religious lines. The at- 
spends ten percent of his professional income for mosphere of the valley reaches a point-of-no-retum. 
He is advised to leave the valley of 
Kashmir even by his Muslim well-wish- 
ers. He does not listen to anybody. He is 
in love with Kashmir particularly 
Anantnag and Nagbal. 
December 27, 1989 Afternoon 
The icon of the community, the rep- 
resentative of humanity, a scholar, a far- 
sighted journalist, an advocate and 
above all a man of commitment and de- 
termination is shot at point-blank near 
his ancestral house at Dasi Mohalla 
(Khawaja Mir Ali) Anantnag. He 


very secretly. 

Even veteran like Mirza 
Afzal Beg enjoys his company 
because of his sharp wisdom 
and suggests to that he should 
join politics but he rejects. Mr. f 
Mufti 


Din, ex Prime Minister 


of Jammu and and H passes away. Very few Muslims 
| Kashmir state, Abdul 0 D AY S C TNA VA share this agony. A procession of 


. Majid Khatib, Gulam 


Pandits is taken through the 
Nabi Deva, P L Handoo, Ghulam Rasool Kochak, bazaars next day. Even some Muslim shopkeepers 
Gulam Nabi Hagroo, Abdul Salam Deva, and down their shutters. As a mark of respect, he is cre- 
Gulam Nabi Kochak are very close to him. mated at Nagbal, Anantnag instead of a crematori- 

The serene atmosphere of the Resh Vaer is pol- um. Kashmir is so changed that his final bath is giv- 
en near a tap. His family takes the urn of ashes from 
rallies, Anti-India activities are exercised in the land Anantnag leaving the entire library, the notes made 


~ of peace. Two months earlier, Bhat Sahab is invited by Bhat Sahab right from the date of joining the 
५. by Jamati Islami to address a congregation at Ashaji 


court, and the largest law library along with every- 
Pora Anantnag. He is the only Pandit who is invit- thing there. They stay at Jammu. After some days, 
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they immerse the ashes at Hardwar hoping that they 
will go back. Now they are in the twenty-ninth year 
of displacement ath 
During exile E 
Men like Makhan Lal Aima, O N Kak, Baljn 
Nath Pandit, Justice Janki Nath Bhat, Yash Blasite 
and especially the young, dedicated and enérgeti«t 
team of workers play main roles in deciding thae 
Chetna Divas should be observed every year lest wh 
should forget the wounds. Highlighting the mairs 
problems confronted by the community irrespectiv 
of political affiliations is the motive of the Trusy, 
Personalities like Arun Jaitley, Kedar Nath Sahneth 
G Vasudev from Kanya Kumari, Sahib Singh 
Verma, Madhan Lal khurana, Dr. Farooq Abdulla 
Abdul Ahad Vakil, Arjun Singh, Dr Mehboob Beg, 
RS Chib, Justice Bashir-u-Din, Justice A Q Parray 
S K Sinha and Sexena (former governors), Nirmain 
Sita Raman, Anupam Kher, and others participate 
the programme ‘of 
Kashmiri Pandit community observes 27th io- 
December as Chetna Divas every year in memrs 
ty of the Late Prem Nath Bhat and other dying 
Prem Nath Bhat Memorial Trust is spearheadand 
a movement for the passage of Temples |; 
Shrine Bill. Kashmiri Pandits are presently’ 
ed to their soil through the temples and s 
Nevertheless, nobody listens to their c 
Temples and Shrines Bill is the matter T 
tence. If Kartarpur and Sharda in Pak and PE 
be reached at then why is the bill always i 
The real tribute to the late Prem Nath 
to give a united fight by the community š 
the Temples and Shrines Bill is passed. 1 
Seedbackexcelsior@gmail.com "es E i 
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LE my previous article 
"Battle of Perceptions: d- 
ifference correct wordings 
can make," I had emphasised 
the need of winning the battle 
of perceptions in J&K. 
Building an appropriate 
counter-narrative to the mis- 
chievous and false narrative 
spread by the power brokers 
of Kashmir is essential to 
view the entire issue in its cor- 
rect perspective. Generally, 
the power brokers confine 
themselves to the views and 
wishes of a few districts of 
Kashmir and ignore the aspi- 
rations of vast majority of the 
other two regions as well as 
the frontier districts of 
Kashmir. Just because they are 
vocal and enjoyed the control 
of the levers of power in the s- 
ı tate since long, they strongly 
and loudly advocate their nar- 
rative resulting in creating a 
misperception about the actual 
reality of trouble torn state of 
J&K. 

The narrative built by the 
power brokers has gained ac- 
ceptance in the rest of the 
country under misguided no- 
tion that the nearly 2000 
square kilometre of the Valley 


represents the entire state of 


` Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh; 
_ that the aspirations of the peo- 
ple in the state are identical or 

| nearly identical and that the 
contradictions among them 
are only region specific. Their 
narrative hovers around the 
theme of Kashmir being a 
"political problem" and need- 
ing nothing else but a political 
solution.. The narrative does 
not enjoy universal support in 
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh. 
Some saner Kashmiri voices 
like that of HaseebDrabu and 
Muzaffer Hussain Baig have 
dared to challenge the narra- 
tive but the bullies have suc- 
ceeded in cowing them down. 
The state of Jammu and 
Kashmir is like a bouquet 
comprising of many religions 
and ethnic groups. However, 
the political aspirations and 
needs of the peoples of Jammu 
and Ladakh, who constitute 
more than half of the state's 


J&k: A Counter Narrative 


popuíation and inhabit about 

9095 of its land area, and 
ashmiri pundits and 

Muslims are conflicting. 

The largest region of the s- 
tate is Ladakh. It has a land 
area of 96,701 square kilome- 
tres. The region's population 
is split roughly in half be- 
tween the districts of Leh and 
Kargil. 76.9% population of 
Kargil is Muslim (mostly 
Shia) while that of Leh is 
66.5% Budhist. The Jammu 
region is next in size. It has an 
area of 26,293 sq. kms and is 
predominantly Hindu (63%) 
with 32% Muslims and 5% 
others including Sikhs. The 
Kashmir province, having a 
land area of 15,853 sq. km is 
predominantly Muslims with a 
sprinkling of minority Hindus 
and Sikhs. While majority 
Muslims are Sunni, Shias con- 
stitute 15% of state's popula- 
tion. 

The state of Jammu and 
Kashmir is, in fact, a blend of 
several ethnic groups. Some 
of the social and ethnic groups 
in the state are: Kashmiris, 
Dogras, Gujjars and 
Bakerwals, Paharis, Baltis, 
Ladakhis and Gaddis, etc. 
Dogras are spread all over the 
Jammu region. Paharis, 
Gujjars and Bakerwals inhabit 
the mountainous regions of 
the state. The Muslim popula- 
tion of the state can be broad- 
ly divided into Kashmiri 
Muslims inhabiting the south- 
ern portion of the Kashmir re- 
gion,Shias, Paharis, Gujjars 
and Bakerwals, Balti and Dard 
Muslims. 

The composition of popu- 
lation is indeed an important 
factor and cannot be easily 
overlooked or ignored but the 
apologists of "political prob- 
lem" just do that. For instance, 
Shias and Gujjars and 
Bakerwals in the state in gen- 
eral and in the Kashmir region 
in particular, vehemently op- 
pose the concept of "Azadi", 
merger of the state with the 
theocratic, feudalistic and me- 
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dievalist Pakistan and pre- 
1953 constitutional position. 
They perceive that they would 
be treated no better than the 
Muhajirs, Shias, Ahmediyas, 
Sikhs, Hindus and Christians 
in Pakistan. They fear that 
fundamentalist Muslims 
spurred by Wahabi ideology 
will not let them co-exist e- 
qually and peacefully. 

Three -time CM of J&K 
and a former Union Minister 
both in UPA and NDA led 


and complete integration with 
India. This shatters the myth 
of "political problem" to the 
extent that it is a mere tool for 
sustaining the political sur- 
vival of the power-brokers. 
Another plea often quoted in 
support of "political problem" 
is the UNSC resolution and the 
plebiscite. It is an established 
fact that it was Pakistan that re- 
fused to comply with the provi- 
sions of the UN resolution 47 
which required complete vaca- 


It is pertinent to mention here 


that though the word secular was 
included in the preamble of the 
Constitution of India in 1977, it 
has yet to be included in the J&K 
Constitution due to the 


reluctance of these parties. 


governments, whose party has 
directly or indirectly ruled the 
state for about five decades, 
Dr. Farooq Abdullah contin- 
ues to harp, "Kashmir is a po- 
litical issue and it cannot be 
resolved through economic 
packages or other conces- 
sions. This crucial issue can 
be resolved only through po- 
litical means." Ironically 
those who enjoyed the fruits 
of power since October 1947 
and filled their coffers with 
the liberal funds received 
from the Central government 
are spearheading the cam- 
paign of alienation from India, 
feel cheated by the secular and 
democratic ethos and are in 
forefront of challenging 
India'ssovereignty, unity and 
integrity. Even, the Sunni 
Muslims, votaries of “Political 
Problem," are a divided house 
with four different voices of 
azadi, merger with theocratic 
Pakistan, autonomy/self-rule 


tion of occupied. areas by 
Pakistan and total pull out of its 
army. Pakistan not only avoided 
plebiscite but later also illegally 
ceded a large portion of territo- 
ry of the state to China. To com- 
plicate the matter further 
Pakistan changed the demogra- 
phy of POJK, particularly the 
Shia dominated Gilgit- 
Baltistan. Thus, plebiscite and 
UN resolution have become re- 
dundant and the issue is similar 
to flogging a dead horse. 

While Haseeb Drabu sees 
the problem as social, veteran 
PDP leader Muzaffer Hussain 
Baig sees it as a fight to choose 
between "hell and heaven", a 
religious movement. "It is an 
ISI sponsored religious war in 
Kashmir. It is not a fight for po- 
litical freedom or choice be- 
tween India and Pakistan but 
between heaven and hell," Baig 
is reported to have said while s- 
peaking during a discussion 
"Kashmir: the way forward", 
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organised by a Delhi-based 
think tank. Though, Geelani had 
long back defined the struggle 
as "Azadi barae Islam"the pow- 
er brokers were reluctant to ac- 
cept the same. Undoubtedly, 
what Kashmir is facing today 
can easily be defined as a "reli- 
gious problem." 

It is the fear that prevents 
the saner people from express- 
ing themselves freely and ac- 
cepting the presence of the ele- 
phant in the room. Growing 
radicalisation is the root cause 
of all the problems in Kashmir 
today. Effort is being made to 
spread the arc South of 
PirPanjal as well. There are e- 
nough indicators to confirm the 
theory of "religious problem." 
One cannot turn a blind eye to 
the fact that there is resistance 
to the return of Kashmiri 
Pundits who were forced to 
leave their hearth and homes 
under the shadow of gun in ear- 
ly nineties, coerced by the slo- 
gan of "Hum kya chahte Azadi, 
Azadi kamatlab kya? La ilahail- 
lallah" (What we want 'azadi', 
what does azadi mean? There is 
no God but Allah). Having suc- 
ceeded in hoarding out the 
Hindus, Sufism was gradually 
replaced by hard line 
Wahabism. The other indicators 
are waiving ISIS flags from the 
ramparts and minarets of 
mosques and during funeral of 
terrorists, proliferation of radi- 
cal madarsa education, non- 
condemnation of killing of in- 
nocents by terrorists, frequently 
labelling the JK police person- 
nel as infidel, blaming Indian a- 
gencies for Sunjuwan attack 
just because the soldiers killed 
there were Muslims, mourning 
the deaths of terrorists but not 
condemning killing of Indian 
soldiers, opposing the grant of 
land for raising structures for s- 
mooth conduct of “Amar 
NathYatra, not condemning bar- 
baric killings of non-Muslims 
by Muslims like ISIS and op- 
posing removal of Article 35A 
but supporting Rohingyas to 
live in the state. 
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Salafi-jihadis d 
converting Kashmir "ao 0 a 
Islamic State and then use itas 
a launch pad for their final as- 
sault termed Ghajwa-e-Hind. 

Unfortunately, the two 
Kashmir based political parties 
fighting for the political space: - 
in J&K are also using religion: i 
to enhance their political surzh,, 
vival. Though they claim to be 。 
secular, their actions and deeds, 2 
are nothing but communal. It 15...) 
pertinent to mention here that, 
though the word secular was 11-०1] 
cluded in the preamble of the,, 
Constitution of India in 1977, it... 
has yet to be included in the,-, 
J&K Constitution due to the re- , 
luctance of these parties. The; 
recent proposal of NC backed 
by PDP and Congress for grant- 
ing regional and sub-regional, 
autonomy is also an attemptito - 
divide the state on religion and . 
regional lines. It is a sure shot , 
recipe for disaster and disinte-:.. 
gration of the state as it furthers..:; 
Musharraf's plo’: for division of, ;; 
the state on basis of religion and. + 
formation of a Muslim-majority; 
Greater Kashmir. 

Thus, the counter-narrative; 
is obvious. Kashmir is not a po-.:: 
litical problem but a religious. 
problem. J&K is known world , 
over for its composite culture-, 
and multi-religious society,- 
Like the Muslims live happily 
in Hindu-majority Jammu and, - 
Buddhist majority Ladakh, . 
there is no reason for denying ; 
the same to Hindus and Sikhs 
in Kashmir. Even all sections of 
Muslims in Kashmir are not in 
favour of a monolith Kashmir 
but want a heterogeneous, com- 
posite Kashmir. Fear of gun and 
terror of Jammat-e-Islami and 
Ahile Hadith prevents them), 
from airing their views openly... 
There is an urgent need to smell.,., 
the coffee and accept the probz- , 
lem. Sufism is the soul. of 
Islamisation in Kashmir and, its: 1 
replacement by alien Wahabism . 
cannot be granted permanency, 


EP. fie 9 return to J&K till 
Sufism returns š 


(The author is a Jammu based political |; 
commentator, Columnist, security and strate» 
gic analyst, The views expressed by the aa-, 7 
thor are entirely personal.) Yu 
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Dogri can be saved if people love it from the heart 


थ MOHD. YASEEN 
anguage is a tool to express the 
1, feelings through a set pattern of 
words or the method of human 
communication, either spoken or writ- 
ten. However, when it comes to the 
mother language, the words and their 
method of communication become iden- 
tity. The concept of mother tongue is a 
fascinating aspect of language that has 
transcended generations. Similarly, in 
Jammu Dogri is more than just a means 
of communication. It is a repository of 
Dogras collective history and heritage. 
It has provided Dogras an identity and a 
focus that binds the Dogras together. 
Over the past some decades, the lan- 
guage has drastically collapsed in which 
the language is howling for its existence. 

Dogri and Punjabi are sister lan- 
guages, before the Eighth Schedule, 
Dogri was considered as a dialect of 
Punjabi. Where Punjabi has become one 
of the most spoken languages in the 
world, Dogri is on the verge of extinc- 
tion. Mostly spoken in J&K, it is also 
spoken in some parts of Punjab, 
Himachal Pradesh and in some parts of 
Pakistan. The language has seen 8 cer- 
tain decline among its speakers and is 
losing its importance gradually. 

There are many reasons behind its 
downfall, which needs to be worked upon 
or else the language may die in the com- 
ing years. One of the major reasons 
behind Dogri losing its importance is, 
lack of interest among youth, moderni- 
sation, cultural intelligence and globali- 
sation are posing hindrance and have 
made the survival of such languages 
even more difficult. Children, prefer to 
speak languages which would strengthen 
them for the competition they would face 
in their respective fields. They face 
unprecedented pressure to adopt com- 
mon languages that are used in govern- 
ment, technology and entertainment. 

The bedrock of a language depends on 
the folklore of the region, when the cul- 
ture of a particular region is rich, it will 
never get suppressed by the modernisa- 
tion, furthermore it will fuse with it, 
leading to a phenomenal outcome, and 
will make it a delight for the people 

- belonging to other cultures, they too will 
start developing an affinity towards it. 
Language dies, when inhabitants get 
detached from thir eulture, and 
embraces some other or might even 
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develop a new one. 

Our language is an expression of our- 
selves and to preserve it, is our responsi- 
bility which connects us to our culture. 
Once we start thinking that the lan- 
guage is no longer a need of us is a day 
when we are into a deep threat. We are 
living in a 21st century where western- 
ization has started dominated us and 
escaping this whirlpool is impossible 
unless people don't grasp their culture 
firmly. Upcoming generations are well 
versed with other cultures prevailing, 
but at the same time they must be 
bracketed with their mother tongue. 

Jammu, which was mainly a Dogra 
dominated region of Jammu and 
Kashmir has become so diversified, that 
it could be called as a cultural melting 
pot, where people have settled down 
from the different parts of the State. It 
is due to its stature of being a capital for 
six months and moreover acceptance 
among people towards their fellow citi- 
zens from all over the State. 

We can easily find the linguistic diver- 
sity of Jammu and Kashmir where’ one 
ean get the difference of accent. In 
Jammu region most of the youngsters 
are in illusion that if we get well edueat- 
ed, we can get anything but forgetting 
the fact that the without the knowledge 
of their own language, their existenee 
comes under death. 

In Jammu, one can easily finds the lin- 
guistie diversity and at the same time we 
are having many languages in our own 
State which include Dogri, Kashmiri, 
Pahari, Bhadarwahi, Ladakkhi, 
Kishtwari, Balti, Hindi, Gojri and Urdu 
but in Jammu which is known as the 
Duggar land have its language called 
'Dogri' which was recognised in Eighth 
Schedule to the Indian Constitution on 
22nd of December, 2003 in whieh lots of 
efforts have been made by the stalwarts 
of Jammu who took Dogri to the 
International heights. Since the Jast 
couple of years we are finding that there 
is a sudden decline in Dogri language in 
which Jammu feels offensive to speak 
Dogri and think that it's insulting to 
speak it in a publie domain. 

Sharing his views on Dogri Language, 
President Dogri Sanstha, Jammu Prof. 
Lalit Mangotra said, "we want to send 
our wards to the school where English is 
used as a medium of communication, 
everyone wants to compete with the 


world. Everyone is looking for the best 
school in Jammu, taking the children 
away from Dogri. Govt. never pays 
attention towards the showeasing of rich 
sugar coated Dogri language. There is a 
Government order which was passed in 
9002 and 2006 in which they have made 
Dogri mandatory in schools but nobody 
has paid any heed towards its implemen- 
tation and promotion of Dogri 
Language. 

Today 11th and 12th classes are hav- 
ing Dogri subject which is also taught in 
Government schools only." It is the 
responsibility of every individual to put 
their efforts to promote their mother 
tongue. "Language could be saved if peo- 
ple love it from the bottom of their ・ 
heart, the way Bongs or Gujjus do. We 
have no culture of reading Dogri 
Literature, literature is considered bor- 
ing perhaps. We need to give space to 
dogri in our houses with love and affee- 
tion as nobody will come from outside to 
teach us for the preservation of Dogri 
language. It was 1940 when Dogri liter- 
ature came into existénce; there were 
only some books at that point of time, 
but look at the volume of books now 
which are uncountable, moreover the 
writers themselves would never ask their 
children to go through them. We had a 
newspaper called ‘Jammu Prabhat 
which was publishing daily in Jammu 
region but unfortunately due to the neg- 
ligence of state as well as the masses, 
they had to shut it down," says Prof. 
Lalit Mangotra, a Sahitya Aeademy 
Awardee. 

I never compare Dogri with any other 
language, but I love each and every lan- 
guage of Jammu and Kashmir and being 
from Jammu I am striving since ages. - 
We have many Dogri writers who have 
given their life and contributed 
immensely for the promotion of Dogri 
language and its literature but unfortu- 
‘nately we have also those people who 
write for its publication with photo and 
self glorification leading to the medioc- 
rity in Dogri literature. 

Language is our identity and reflection 
of our coexistence and one must under- 
stand the fact that without engraving 
and promoting the Dogri language, we 
cannot change anything and stand. 
nowhere and will have identity crisis one 
day as we all are leaving our roots which 
is our language. 
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divided on the basis of 
| religion. However, the princely 
states, on the other hand, were 
not divided. They were to go, 
each state as a whole, to either 
India or Pakistan. The decision 
of where to go was to be made 
by the erstwhile ruler. In the 
case of J&K, the ruler Maharaja 
Hari Singh made the decision to 
accede to India. But to the con- 
trary, most leaders from 
Kashmir have built a false nar- 
rative to mislead the nation and 
strengthen their credentials as 
nationalists that the decision of 
accession with India was taken 
by Sheikh Abdullah and other 
Kashmiri leaders and maintain 
at the same time that accession 
was conditional. 

It is established beyond 
doubt that the sole authority to 
decide on the accession was the 
tuler of the day and in case of 
the princely state of Jammu & 
Kashmir, it was the Dogra ruler 
Maharaja Hari Singh. Before 
taking the ultimate decision, the 
Maharaja was faced with a 
dilemma due to non-cooperation 
by Sheikh Abdullah. In the 
words of the Maharaja, 
"Muslims of Kashmir and some 
Muslims of Jammu who were 
led by Sheikh Abdullah and the 
leaders of the National 
Conference did not want the 
question of accession to be de- 
cided at that stage but wanted 
me to part with power in their 
favour so that they could decide 
the question independently of 
me. They made no secret of 
their views and obstructed me in 
deciding the question of acces- 
sion instead of helping me to ac- 
cede to India; Hindus of Jammu 
and the people of Ladakh were 
for affiliation with or Accession 
of India.” 

That NC or its leadership 
had no role to play in decision 
making process as far as the ac- 
cession of the state is concerned 
is also an empirically proven 
fact. In fact, as stated by the 
Maharaja they were acting as a 
hindrance to Accession with 
India. Thus, the oft-repeated s- 
tatements made by NC leaders 
that "we decided to accede to 
India or our accession to India is 
conditional or the merger with 


India has not taken place" are all 
motivated and misleading with 
deliberate intent of sowing the 
seeds of "exclusivity" among 
the Kashmiri population. The 
same has also been confirmed 
by none other than the party ide- 
ologue and long-time custodian 
of the party Sheikh Nazir 
Ahmad, when in one of his s- 
tatements he said. "Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah had no 
role in the accession as he was 
in the prison at the time of ac- 
cession." 

It is a well- known fact that 
Sheikh had set his eyes at the 
throne of Jammu & Kashmir 
with the blessings of his friend 
and mentor Nehru. He wanted 
to be sole representative of the 
people of J&K and rule the state 
as the undisputed head of a "sin- 
gle party state." He abhorred op- 
position within the party or out- 
side, He behaved more like an 
autocrat than a democrat. 
However, many other popular 
Muslim leaders who were non- 
Kashmiris posed a challenge to 
Sheikh's ambition. He ensured 
that they were marginalised by 
so managing the ceasefire in 
1949 immediately after the 
Valley was liberated but large 
parts of Jammu and the frontier 
areas of Gilgit- Baltistan contin- 
ued to be under the occupation 
of Pakistan, 

This way Sheikh eliminated 
the threat posed to his supremacy 
by Pahari, Punjabi and Dogra 
Muslim leaders of the state. He al- 
so isolated Shia leadership by al- 
lowing the frontier areas to re- 
main under Pak's occupation. 
Sheikh killed two birds with one 
stone. He not only ensured his 
singular dominance in the politics 
of Kashmir, he also ensured that 
pro-Pakistan leadership was iso- 
lated. It is evident that the Sheikh 
harboured political ambitions and 
wanted to use the issue of acces- 
Sion as a bargaining tool with the 
Indian Government so that he 
could rule an "autonomous state" 
under the patronage of Nehru 
ruled India. 


The Interim Government 


Accession of J&K 


was instituted by a proclamation 


made by the Maharaja on 5 
March, 1948. A Council of 
Ministers with Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah as the 
Prime Minister was constituted 
to conduct the administration of 
the State. The Council was to 
function on the principle of joint 
responsibility. The dual 
Government did not took long 
to run into trouble due to their 
divergent views which followed 
diametrically different direc- 
tions. The National Conference 
soon got engulfed with intérnal 


Kashmir Constitution Act 1939' 
and all constitutional powers 
vested with the Maharaja only. 
The people of Jammu re- 
gion were apprehensive of the 
pro-Kashmiri Muslim and anti- 
Jammu mind-set of Sheikh. An 
agitation against the Sheikh was 
launched in Jammu under the 
banner. of Praja Parishad, an op- 
position party, formed in Jammu 
in November 1947, The main 
objective of the Praja Parishad 
was to achieve full integration 
of Jammu and Kashmir State 
with Indian Union, like other s- 


It is a different story that the four taking 


advantage of the prevailing security and 


political instability in the state decided to 


sit out and not join the Constituent 
Assembly of India. Sheikh Abdullah, 


thus, cleverly gave shape to his ambition 


of capturing the throne of Jammu & 


Kashmir much against the wishes of 


2/3rd of State's population comprising 


the Jammu &Ladakh regions and 


non-Kashmiri speaking Muslims of 
Kashmir and the Shias of Kargil. 


politics forgetting the interest of 
the people. The dual govern- 
ment came to a tragic end. 
Sheikh with the active sup- 
port of New Delhi succeeded in 
marginalising the Maharaja, 
who finally relinquished his of- 
fice on 9 June, 1949. On June 
20, 1949 by a proclamation the 
Maharaja announced his deci- 
sion to abdicate the State on 
grounds of health and investing 
all his power to his son, Yurvaj 
Karan Singh.Had Karan Singh 
refused the regent ship and de- 
cided to stand with his father, 
Sheikh's move would have 
failed pre-maturely 'since J&K 
was still ruled under ammu- 


tates and safeguard the legiti- 
mate democratic rights of the 
people of Jammu.Sheikh 
dubbed the opposition from 
Jammu as "communal". Sheikh 
began to believe that Kashmir's 
aspirations could not be met 
within the Indian Union. On the 
other hand Jammu and Ladakh 
clamoured for complete: merger 
with India. Emergence of 
Kashmiri identity led Sheikh to 
start differentiating between 
‘Muslims and Non-Muslims of 
the state’. It. became imminent 
that his agenda evolved around 
‘Independent Kashmir'. After 
initial bonhomie, Sheikh started 
showing his true colours which 
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forced Nehru to order his arrest 
in 1953. 

Similarly, the narrative re- 
garding Article 370 that it is not 
temporary but permanent provi- 
sion of the Constitution of India 
and acts as a bridge between the 
state and rest of India is also a 


concoction based on twisting of 


facts. The fact is that Sheikh 
Abdullah manipulated its inclu- 
sion in the Constitution due to 
Pandit Nehru's blind love for 
him. 

It is a well- established fact 
that when the rulers of the 
Princely states signed ‘the 
Instrument of Accession and 
joined the Dominion of India, 
they surrendered legislative, judi- 
cial and executive control of three 
subjects - Defence, 
Communication, External Affairs 
and Ancillaries. The same is true 
in respect of the Maharaja of 
Jammu & Kashmir as well. This 
implied that the princely states 
would have the right to decide up- 
on policies, implementation and 
administration with regard to oth- 
er issues, through such arrange- 
ments as Royal Proclamations or 
a separate Constitution for their 
respective kingdoms/states, 
Instead of doing so they. ex- 
pressed their faith in the under 
draft Constitution of India 
through its full applicability to 
their respective states, except 
Jammu & Kashmir due to manip- 
ulations of Sheikh. 

Thus, when rest of the nation 
was readying to adopt the 
Constitution of India, there was a 
constitutional vacuum jn the state. 
To fill this vacuum Article 370 
was inserted in the Indian 
Constitution, in the hope that 
J&K would, once the situation 
normalises, integrate like other 
States of the Union (hence the use 
of the term "temporary provi- 
sions" in the title of the Article). 

Another myth created by a 
few Kashmiri leaders is about 
merger against accession. While 
Indian Constitution was being 
drafted to pave way for the nation 
to become a Republic from a 
Dominion, all other princely s- 


tates individually or collectively 
decided to accept the paramount- 
cy of the new Constitution of 
India, Sheikh Abdullah harboured 
different ideas. These states sent 
their representatives to the 
Constituent Assembly and were 
thus actively involved in drafting 
of the new Constitution, which 
implied that they willingly joined 
the Republic of India and the 
Instrument of Accession signed 
by them (a uniform document 
signed by all 565 princely states) 
became redundant. This also sort- 
ed the issue of merger and no sep- 
arate ‘Instrument of Merger’, as 
claimed by a few, was signed by 
them. र 
The fact is that Karan Singh 
exercising his powers as the 
Regent of the state did send a 
four-member team comprising 
Sheikh Abdullah, Mirza Afzal 


Beg,- Moti Lal Baigra and 
Maulana Masoodi to represent the 
state in Indian Constituent 


Assembly. This was iri tune with 
the other princely states and sig- 
nalled the will of being the part of 
Republic of India surrendering 
the Instrument of Accession, 
which also meant the “merger: It 
is a different story that the four 
taking advantage of the prevailing 
security and political instability in 
the state decided to sit out and-not 
join the Constituent Assembly: of 
India. Sheikh Abdullah, this, 
cleverly gave shape to his ambi- 
tion of capturing the throne? of 
Jammu and Kashmir much la- 
gainst the wishes of 2/3rd ‘of 
State's population comprising the 
Jammu and Ladakh regions and 
non-Kashmiri speaking Muslims 
of Kashmir and the Shias ‘of 
Kargil. In this, he enjoyed theif Il 
support and confidence of Pandit 
Nehru. = 

Though J&K has been “de- 
clared an integral part of India 
both by the State's and the 
Indian Constitutions, Kashmir 
based political leadership con- 
Unues to question the acces- 
sion/merger on the pretext of 
Kashmiri identity ignoring the 
sentiments and aspirations’ of 
the people of Jammu &Ladakh 
and encouraging "separatism". 


(The author is a Jammu based political 
€ omrmientator, 


columnist, Security and 
strategic analyst.) 
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Daily Excelsior is produc- 
ing some extracts from 
Kashmir is Free, a novel by 
Dr Arun Kumar (IAS) 


Prologue 
Srinagar 29 March 2022 


S habir Ahmad Kaloo, the 
editor of The Kashmir 
Front, stroked his trim 
Kashmiri beard as he punched 
furiously on his laptop. Then 
with a flourish, he finished his 
piece: "The PM of India, Are 
You Listening?" 

As he slouched back in his 
swivelling office chair, Shabir 
gave his editorial a final once 
over. 

Looks all right ... enough 
to give the Indian agencies an- 
other sleepless night, he s- 
mirked as he scratched his 
sharp aquiline nose. 

A whiff of air from the 
open window suddenly blew 
away some paper from 
Shabir's desk, which was, in 
any case, cluttered with all 
kinds of reports, newspaper 
clippings, and files. 
Instinctively, Shabir bent 
down to pick those up from the 
floor. And winced in pain. 

"Bloody hell!" he whim- 
pered, as his fingers also 
picked up some dirt from the 
unswept floor. 

Looks like the sweeper has 
not been coming for quite 
some time, thanks to the fre- 
quent hartals in the city. 

Surrounded as it was by all 
kinds of buildings, Shabir's of- 
fice in downtown Srinagar had 
no natural light. And the musty 
smell was now all-pervading. 
That's why the windows had to 
be kept open. 

Just then, he heard a knock 
on his door. 

"Come in," he said. 

A tall lanky clean-shaven 
Kashmiri man entered his 
room. 

Shabir looked up. 
Khurshid! There you are.” 

Khurshid entered the room 
with a laptop bag. He took a 
seat facing the editor. 

"Did you manage to get 
what I'd asked for?” 

"Yes, Sir." Khurshid said h- 
esitantly. He opened his laptop 
and showed the pictures to 
Shabir. 

"I think this one would be 
appropriate.” 

Shabir adjusted his round 
spectacles that gave him, as he 
was told, a decidedly intellec- 
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tual look; and stared intently at 
the picture of a dead young 
girl. Her head covered in a s- 
carf, scars all over her face and 
her eyes closed. Her face-so 
peaceful. 

"Perfect, Is it from the paar 
folder?" Shabir asked referring 
to the stock images sent by the 
Pakistani agencies from across 
the border. 

"Yes Sir. So, if we use this 
image, we will get paid extra. 
But Sir... just to clarify, this 
girl is not Kashmiri. She's 
probably a Syrian who was 
killed in an US air strike con- 
ducted against the ISIS." 

"Doesn't matter," Shabir 
replied, "The girl looks 
Kashmiri, and the image fits 
the editorial I've just finished 

. So just email the picture to 
production and you can leave." 

Shabir proof read his edito- 
rial once again giving it some 
final touches. The production 
then uploaded the article along 
with the photo of the girl as a 
front-page editorial. 

The editorial's 
paras read: 

For how long, will you 
keep on killing us? For how 
long? Just yesterday, your 
Indian Army gang raped and 
mercilessly killed a 16-year- 
old innocent Kashmiri girl. 
Her only fault-she was good 
looking. And, of course, that- 
she was a Kashmiri. 

Mr. Indian PM, do you 
know why young men are pelt- 
ing stones at your army? Want 
to know the real reason? The 
reason is, that we're sick and 
tired of vour farce democrazy, 
your manipulated elections, y- 
our governments imposed 
from Delhi, a democracy that 
has no place in the world we 
are trying to build in Kashmir. 

You've exploited us since 
1947. You have bartered our 
water and exploited merciless- 
ly our power and mineral re- 
sources. And when we raise 
our voice, you kill our boys 
and rape our women. 
Someday, Insha'Allah, you'll 
have to pay for this all. 

Its no longer the fringe, 
Mr. Indian PM. Every boy and 
girl on the street is throwing s- 
tones at you, and at all your in- 
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struments of coercion, loot, 
and plunder. It's a revolution. 
A mass movement. How many 
will you kill, Mr. Indian PM? 

You have no option but to 
leave and give us our cher- 
ished azaadi. 

As Shabir swivelled back 
in satisfaction, he experienced 
another sharp pain on the left 
side of his abdomen. He 
winced as he massaged that 
side of his belly. The pain now 
radiated to his back. His 
breathing became laboured. 

The pain had been bother- 
ing him for quite some time. 
And so Shabir had consulted 
his school friend, Dr. Anil 
Koul, a nephrologist with 
Apollo Hospitals, who advised 
him to rush immediately to 
Delhi for some advanced tests 
for his kidneys. Shabir could 
have scheduled an appoint- 
ment in Srinagar in SKIMS 
(Sher-i-Kashmir Institute of 
Medical Sciences), but he had 
no faith in the local doctors. 
Most were so busy minting 
money that they had little time 
to keep up with the latest de- 
velopments in their respective 
medical disciplines. 

Funny Anil Koul, Shabir 
mused, thinking about his 
friend who was the declared 
joker of their class because he 
was always joking! His family 
too had "migrated" out of the 
Valley in those turbulent 1990s 
because of the threats from 
those Islamist zealots, as they 
claimed. But Shabir's belief 
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was that evil 
Governor Jagmohan who had 
asked the Kashmiri Pandits to 
"run away" so that he could 
have a freer hand crushing the 
Muslims. Shabir and Anil 
could never agree on what was 
the real cause but had re- 
mained friends regardless. 

His mobile buzzed. It was 
Air India. 

"Mr. Kaloo, Shabir Ahmad 
Kaloo?" 

As Shabir confirmed, the 
chirpy female voice on the 
other end continued, "Sir, we 
apologise, but your flight for 
April 1, 2022 on Air India AI 
0825 for the Srinagar-Delhi 
sector has been cancelled for 
technical reasons." 

Bloody hell! Bloody Air 
India?! 

"Okay, but would you be 
then making any substitute 
arrangements?" Shabir asked 
sharply. 

There was silence for a few 
seconds. 

"I'm sorry Sir," announced 
the female voice on the other 
end, "but all our flights are run- 
ning full. Your payment is being 
refunded and will be credited 
within 24 hours to the credit 
card you used for the booking." 

There was a sudden rude 
click at the other end discon- 
necting the call. 

That was no help. But what 
the hell? What else did you ex- 
pect from this perpetually 
bankrupt national carrier? 

So Shabir logged on to his 
favourite MakeMyTrip site 
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and looked for flights for 1 
April. Usually, there were 
some twenty non-stop flights 
from Srinagar to Delhi every 
day. So, he was confident he 
would be able to find another 
flight. But funnily, all flights 
looked fully booked. 

Desperate, he tried 
yatra.com, góibibo.com, clear- 
trip.com, and then the websites 
of Jet, Indigo, Go Air, Vistara, 
SpiceJet, Air Asia-every air- 
line site he could recall. No 
seats still. He tried via Jammu, 
via Chandigarh, even via Leh, 
and then looked for 2nd, 3rd, 
and 4th April, but the result 
was infuriatingly the same. 

This was crazy. The tourist 
season was a month away, and 
still the flights were all 
packed 

Unbelievable! 

One option was to go to the 
Srinagar Airport that day and 
try finding a seat on any airline 
that was flying.out. But in the 
security-crazy airport area that 
wasn't so easy. You had to 
have a valid ticket before you 
could enter thé area: But how 
can you have a valid ticket if 
the airlines were not offering 
any? 

The only way to short-circuit 
the security, Shabir knew, was to 
declare you were going to re- 
ceive cae But for: that too, 
you needed an official} vehicle. 
Or an authorised travel agent 
who could give you a lift 

Anyway. These were the on- 
ly two options Shabir could 
think of, and so, after a few 
calls, the influential editor of the 
Kashmir Front managed to lo- 
cate the driver of an IAS officer 
who was going to the airport on 
that day to pick up his boss. 

+++ + 

Came the D-day, and sur- 
prisingly Shabir could make it 
to the arrival area of the 
Srinagar Airport with no hic- 
cups. The glass building with 
its sharply sloping roofs was 
designed to look like snow 
covered Himalayas But to 
Shabir. alt airport; looked 
more like a|bunker. A reminder, 
of India's colonisation of 
Kashmir. 

He thanked the driver 
profusely and rang up his 
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contact in the security v 91 
escorted him to the airline |) ' 
ticket counters OUTSIDE | 
terminal building. — 

"This is the maximum I 
do Shabir Saheb," the police |! 
man told him. "You have to | 
have a ticket now for entering |; 
the departure area 

Fortunately, there were no | 
queues at the counters. But; 
that was a no brainer. 

There were no queues b 
cause there were still no va- : 
cant seats on any airline. 

Meanwhile, flights circled- 
overhead and kept on landing. 
Passengers kept on arriving in 
droves on all kinds of यादवी 
and kept on getting inside the 
building 

It was almost after half-an- ` 
hour of waiting that Shabir | 
could observe an interesting | 
phenomenon, The passengers | 
flying out all appeared to be | 
non-Kashmiris. Most were in | 
uniform, from the army or B- 
SF, CRPF, or any of the other 
tens of para-military outfits 
posted in the Valley. k | 

But strangely, all the 
flights that were landing in 
were only disgorging 
Kashmiris-men, women, chil- 
dren, all looking quite flus>., 
tered. There were no Indiam or~ 
foreign tourists at all. 

After observing for an 
hour, Shabir couldn't control] 
himself and approached an arz"; 
riving family-seemed like huss 
band, wife, son, and daught 

"Bhai Saheb, is everytlii 
all right," he asked 

The man and his wife 
children exchanged glance 

"How the hell do | 
know?" the man exploded. * 

Shabir slunk ba 
shocked, and speechless. ~ 

Fifteen minutes later, he | 
approached a departing man in | 
uniform, "Sirji, are you flying | 
out today?" 

"Obviously I am. But why 
are you asking? Aren't you a} 
Kashmiri?" 

"Yes, why?" 

"Then you should be happy 
you've got what you've been 
asking for," he said. And the: 
looking at Shabir's quizzical 
face added, "your blasted 
Azaadi, what else? So, 4 oy 
your freedom now. And it 
bother to come to India: Eve", 

(The author is an ८-1 n 
Administrative Service (IAS) officer ofthe 
1979 batch of the Jammu and Kashmir I 
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M | uch controversial and much talked about but 
! hither to unknown Article 35(A) of the 
1 Constitution of India is no profane, holy, sacred 
‘and sacrosanct article of faith but is discriminatory and 
illegal. Article 35 (A) is not the original article con- 
tained in the constitution but is a later insertion to the 
constitution and had been inserted at the instance of the 
then Prime Minister Pt. J.L Nehru cabinet and has been 
“added by a Presidential notification of Dr. Rajinder 
Prasad the then President of India in 1954. 

The artiele heaped privileges, power and special status 
to the permanent residents of J&K and the state of J&K 
as well. The article is discriminatory from ab-initio and 
is thus arbitrary and should be serapped for the best 
interests of the state and for the strengthening the 
state-centre relations. But unfortunately unnecessary 
row and controversy is being ereated by the vested polit- 
ical interests and Kashmir centric political parties with 
an eye on the vote bank and their core constituency. 
Sadly a mountain has been created out of the mole hill 
and passions and emotions are aroused and all this is 
being done to portray this issue as a matter of so called 
faith and identity of Kashmir and its special character 
which in fact is the root cause and genesis of all the 
problems of the state including separatism, terrorism 
and separate identity of this sensitive border state of 
India. It is the gap and distance between the J&K and 
the union of India and it is only feasible and proper to 
do away with this controversial article for the interest of 
India and J&K. Article 35 (A) gives speeial rights to the 

、JNKS permanent residents as against the inhabitants of 
other states of Indian union. It empowers the J&K state 
degislature to define permanent. residents of the state 
and provides special rights and privileges to those 
permanent residents. 

As already said it was added to the constitution 
through a presidential order 1954 with the then J&K 
government's concurrence. The root cause of this contro- 
versial article lie in 1927 and 1932 notification of Dogra 
rulers of the princely state of J&K. Article 35 (A) gives 
special rights to the J&K's permanent residents. As said 
at the outset Artiele 35 (A) is diseriminatory and is 
against the basic spirit of the Indian constitution and it 
makes a special elass of citizens in India which is illegal, 
unlawful and thus this controversial article should be 
scrapped in order to strengthen the relationship of J&K 
state with the Indian union and in order to discourage 
Separatism, secession, parochialism and terrorism in 
J&K with which this part of India suffering right from 
1947 and more specifically from 1990. 3 

‘This controversial provision of Indian constitution 
should be dropped to pave way for the full integration 
and assimilation of J&K with Indian mainstream and 
the people and investers of India should be allowed to 
purchase immovable property in J&K and they should be 
allowed to apply for state government jobs and scholar- 
ships. Article 370 and article 35 (A) creates a state 
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India and these controversial articles should go for the 
best interests of J&K and India. Article 35 (A) and 
Article 370 is the mother of all crisis in J&K and thus 
both should go for the interest of India's integrity and 
national cohesion. If this article is allowed in the consti- 
tution, it will set in a pandora's box as other states of the 
Indian union will also ask for such special provision and 
special status and this set a bad precedent and trend 
and will affect national unity and cohesion. 

Already Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Chandra- 
babu Naidu is demanding special status for his state. 
But now that the article 35 (A) is sub-judice in the 
Supreme Court of India, the highest court should take a 
call and should struck down this article and not be influ- 
enced by the mob hysteria created by vested and selfish 
political outfits of J&K. it is hoped that the apex court 
of India will serap this article to pave way for the full 
merger of J&K with India. 

Article 35(A) should be removed as it is in contraven: 
tion to article 14 of Indian constitution which deals with 
equality for all. With Article 35 (A) a non-resident is 
deprived of such rights which are available to the perma- 
nent residents of the state. In 1957, the Valmiki's who 
were brought to the state were given permanent citizen- 
ship on the condition that they and their future genera- 
tions will remain scavengers for the entire life. So these 
cannot opt for any other profession. Further hairs to 
woman are not given permanent residents certificates if 
she marries a man who does not have PRC. Besides due 
to property ownership restrictions, whole private sector 
suffers. 

As already said article 35 (A) is a provision incorpo- 
rated in the constitution giving the J&K legislature a 
carte blanche to decide who all are permanent residents 
of the state and confer on them special rights and privi- 
leges in public sectors jobs, accusation of property in the 
state, scholarships and other publie aid and welfare. 
Article 35(A) mandates that no act of the legislature 
coming under it can be challenged for violating the con- 
stitution or any other law of the land. Thus it is diserim- 
inatory ab-initio and thus should be scrapped. Article 35 
(A) was incorporated in the constitution on the advice of 
J.L Nehru cabinet. The controversial constitution 
(application to J&K ) order 1954 followed the 1952 
Delhi agreement entered into between Nehru and the 
then PM of J&K Sheikh Abdullah which extended Indian 
citizenship to the state subjects of J&K. Thus J&K 
inhabitants’ posses double citizenship one of J&K and 
other of India. 

The presidential order was issued under Article 370 
(1) (d) of the constitution. The provision allows the 
president to make certain exceptions, modifications to 
the constitution for the benefit of J&K state subjects. 
The parliamentary root of law making was bypassed 
when the president incorporated article 35 (A) into the 
constitution. Article 368 (1) of the constitution empow- 
ers only parliament to amend constitution. But this root 
was not followed to add article 35(A) to the constitution 
and thus this article is wrong insertion from the very 
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beginning. There is a considerable amount of tension in 
the state of J&K and debate is on throughout the coun- 
try with the Supreme Court taking up a petition to chal- 
lenging the validity of the article 35 (A) of the Indian 
constitution. The constitutional validity of Article 35 
(A) which empowers J&K legislature to give special 
rights to the permanent residents has been challenged in 
the Supreme Court. 

A batch of writ petitions. before Supreme Court chal- 
lenging validity of Article 35 (A) of the constitution 
which gives J&K assembly legal sanction to provide spe- 
cial privileges to permanent residents has once again 
become a political flashpoint. The Supreme Court of 
India was expected-to begin hearing on the petition filed 
against Article 35(A) of the Constitution this week. The 
hearing took place from 26th of Feb to 28th of Feb, 
2019. Article 35(A) of the constitution protects any law 
in J&K relating to the definition and privileges of per- 
manent residents from being challenged as diseriminato- 
ry or unconstitutional. 

The article has been challenged in the Supreme Court 
in several petitions which are coming up for hearing for 
the first time since Aug, 2018 when the matter was 
postponed in the light of upcoming local elections. 
Article 35 (A) is discriminatory against women and is 
thus gender biased. If Kashmiri men marry a non-per- 
manent resident, he can bequeath his property to chil- 
dren. However, if a Kashmiri woman who is a permanent 
resident marries a non-kashmiri, her children lose their 
claims over ancestral property. 

A non-permanent resident as per article 35 (A) cannot 
acquire immovable property, vote, seek employment in 
government or admission to a government aided school 
in J&K. Charu Wali Khanna's petition challenges Article 
35(A) on the ground that it is discriminatory against 
women. 

In 2002 J&K High Court overturned a discriminatory 
1965 ruling by the Supreme Court and held that the 
daughters of a permanent resident marrying a non-per- 
manent resident will not lose the status of a permanent 
resident of J&K state. But there is still room for further 
clarification. 

The full judge bench of the J&K High Court did not 
elaborate on whether the children of women married to 
non-Kashmiri would also be considered permanent resi: 
dents who could inherit the property. Incidentally the 
law that gives state subjects as permanent residents spe- 
cial rights and privileges is a direct import from a 171 
year old agreement between first Dogra ruler of J&K 
Gulab Singh and British East India company. Article 35 
(A) was incorporated under Article 370 through a con- 
stitutional notification signed by Rajendra Prasad in 
1954. It does not have parliament's approval and hence 
should be dropped from the constitution. Since the mat- 
ter in the Supreme Court, the court should see to it that 
the Article 35(A) is scrapped in the interest of natural 
justice and gender equality and the court should not be 
influenced by political hysteria created in Kashmir by 
vested political RE 


